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The impact of Direct and Indirect mental Conception Image’s Training use upon Learning the
Breaststroke Swimming for the Physical Education Students
ba_tame@yahoo.com

r I Yhe Study aimed to get know to the direct and indirect mental conception image’s training use upon learning the

Breaststroke Swimming for the Physical Education Students. To achieve this, the researcher applied the empirical

approach on an intentional Sample which reached (16) Student who had no Prior experience in the Breaststroke
Swimming. The Sample was divided in to two equivalent and parallel groups, Experimental group was learnt by the
training use of direct and indirect mental conception imager, a controlled group was learnt within the normal way for six
weeks, three training units a week- a (60) — minute learning unit. The a pallid kinetics results on the skillful progress
levels (The test of feet’s kicks in the Breaststroke Swimming for 25m), (The test of arms’ kicks in the Breaststroke
Swimming for 25m), (The test of Breaststroke Swimming for 25m). Showed that there are significant differences related
to the skillful performance between the experimental and controlled group upon the distance measure for sake of the
experimental group which learnt the Breaststroke Swimming, using the direct and indirect mental Conception image. The
researcher recommended using the mental conception image’s training (direct & indirect) when Learning The
Breaststroke Swimming as well as other swimming skills, indeed. (Keywords: Mental conception image , Motor
Learning, Breaststroke Swimming).
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Level of awareness of paramedical students to Bioethics issues arising from some biotechnology
applications and its relationship with sex and academic level

Sameera Ghuneim Intisar Asha
sameeraghunaim@hotmail.com asha_intisar@yahoo.com
Educational Sciences Faculty
UNRWA

biotechnology applications,and the ethical principles on which they have based on their judgment on bioethical

dilemmas. The sample of the study consists of (108) male and female paramedical students assist in Amman
Training Center / UNRWA. The tool of the study was represented by six dilemmas in bioethics. Means, standard
deviations and percentages were counted. To explore the differences in the degree of students' awareness, "T" (t-test) test
for independent samples, and Chi square was used to reveal ethical principles underlying the students’ judgment on
ethical dilemmas. The results of the study showed that the degree of students' awareness of ethical issues has been
medium. Results also indicated that the religious principle came in the first order, The utilitarian principle second in the
standings, the autonomy principle in the third.( Key words: bioethics, ethical principles, biotechnology).
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An Evaluation of the Master Program in Educational Administration and Planning at the Faculty of

Social Sciences from the view-point of the Students Currently Enrolled in the Parallel Program
Abdullah bin Abdulrahman Al-Fantoukh,
Faculty of Social Sciences,
Imam Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic University.
KSA
r I Yhis paper seeks to evaluate the Master Program in Educational Administration and Planning at the Faculty of
Social Sciences from the view-point of the students, both male and female, currently enrolled in the parallel
program. The researcher used the Descriptive Survey method, and the study population was (180) fourth year
students in the Parallel Program, and applied to a sample which totaled (127) in the second semester of the academic
year 2013/14.
The most important results of this study were the following:
1. The approval of the study sample is of a "Poor" level regarding the first dimension, i.e. the Masters in Educational
Administration and Planning Program in general.
2. The approval of the study sample is of an "Average" level regarding the second dimension, i.e. The Specific Courses
for the Masters Program.
3. The approval of the study sample is of an "Average" level regarding the third dimension, i.e. The Faculty Members
for the Masters Program.
4. The approval of the study sample is of a "Very Poor" level regarding the fourth dimension, i.e. The Facilities of the
Masters Program in Educational Administration and Planning.
5. The approval of the study sample is of a "Poor" level regarding the current situation of the Masters Program in
Educational Administration and Planning for the four dimensions generally.
6. The approval of the study sample is of a "Very Strong" level regarding the recommendations to improve the Masters
Program in Educational Administration and Planning.
A number of recommendations were made as a result of this study which naturally will help to improve the Masters in
Educational Administration and Planning Program of the Faculty of Social Sciences.
Keywords: Improvement Graduate Studies, Formative Evaluation, Parallel Program Students, Academic Standards,
Competence.
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Ruralization of Public Education in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the Light of International

Experiences
Mohammad A. Aldhibiani
College of Education -Taibah University
KSA

r I Yhe study aims to identify the concept and dimensions of ruralization of Public education, and to review some

international experiences in the field of education ruralization. It also aims to find out the reality of ruralization

education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. And collected the study between the two approaches (qualitative and
quantitative) through its dependence on: curriculum descriptive survey qualitative approach, was chosen as a stratified
random sample of primary school teachers in the Saudi provinces so that the number of the study sample (1041)
landmark distributors on the elementary and middle school, and it was the main findings of the study that the
educational content in the countryside, villages and provinces did not meet the requirements of life and rural unable to
meet the needs of pupils physical, psychological and different orientation, and manual labor and practical application of
skills and performance are not given adequate attention in the content of education in the countryside, as the study found
that education in villages and rural areas do not beat it agricultural character, and because the geographic nature of the
Kingdom of water scarcity and scarcity of fertile land prevented without the occupation of agricultural activity ranked
first in the rural areas in the Kingdom, The study results suggest that pupils in rural areas do not choose extracurricular
activities that they want and so they do not fit with the pupils tendencies in the rural environment and it is linked to local
activities in the villages and rural areas, and that the reality of (educational practices actual) do not give privacy to
schools in the countryside, even if included some formal regulations privacy of rural areas in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, also revealed the results of the study to be one of the most important reasons for non-education and rural
environment correlation is that most teachers and counselors and moderators of extracurricular activities in the
countryside is a teachers attending rural schools from cities. (Key words: ruralization Education - international
experience - public education — course content - Educational development).
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The Role of Using Semi Guided Inquiry Method on Developing Students’ Motivation for Scientific
Creativity at Palestinian Faculties of Science
Afif Zeidan - Al-Quds University
Jerusalem - Palestine

! I \he aim of this study was to investigate the role of using semi guided inquiry method on developing students’

motivation for scientific creativity at Palestinian Faculties of Science. The population of the study consisted of all

students of Faculties of Sciences at Al-Quds University in the 2014/2015 academic year. A sample of (31) female
and male students in one of biology lab sections was randomly selected. To achieve the aim of the study, a questionnaire
for students’ scientific, creative motivation was developed and consisted of (22) items in its final form. In order to ensure
the content validity of the questionnaire, it was given to a number of referees specialized in education. The reliability of
the questionnaire was calculated using test-retest and it was (0.86). The researcher used t-test to examine the study
hypotheses. The study has showed that there were statistically significant differences in students’ motivation for
scientific creativity at Palestinian Faculties of Science at Al-Quds University due to semi guided inquiry method, and due
to gender for the benefit of female students. The researcher recommended that supervisors and research assistants should
use semi guided inquiry method in labs. (Keywords: Guided Inquiry Method, Scientific Creative, motivation, Palestinian
Faculties of Science).
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Managing Talents in the Faculty of Education at Al-agsa University and Its Relation to the Strategic
Thinking Indicators for High Leadership form the Perspectives of Teaching Staff
Mahmoud Ibrahem Awwad Khalaf Allah
Al-Agsa University
Palestine
Drmahmoud75@hotmail.com

r I Yhe current study aimed to identify the degree of the faculty members’ evaluation of the talent management in the

Faculty of Education at AlAgsa University. In addition, it aims at discovering the differences between the mean

scores of the sample members’ evaluation of the talent management according to the academic grade, job and
department variables. Moreover, this study identifies the faculty members evaluation to the faculty senior leadership
strategic thinking indicators and investigates if there is a statistical correlated relationship between the group members’
evaluation degree to the talent management, and their evaluation to the faculty senior leadership strategic thinking
indicators. The researcher used the analytic descriptive approach and two tools were used and applied on the group (95)
members. Findings showed that the talent average concerning the group was (61.5). Additionally, There were statistical
significant differences among the mean scores of the faculty staff members evaluation to the talent management measure
due to the scientific grade, job and department variables. Also academic rank, The faculty senior leadership strategic
thinking indicators were acceptable as it scored (68.1) and there was a correlated relationship between the talent
management and the faculty senior leadership strategic thinking indicators as it got a correlation co-efficient of
(0.79).(Keywords: the talent management - strategic thinking indicators - the Faculty of Education at AlAqsa
University).
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The degree of informational awareness among Master’s students at Al- Zarqa and The- Hashemite

universities for the extent of determine the nature and content of required information from their
point of view according to the International Standard (ACRLS)

Luma Fakhir Abdulrazak Thana Shakir Hamoodi
lumafakhir@yahoo.com thana_alabrashy75@yahoo.com
Faculty of Educational science Middle Technical University
Zarqa University — Jordan Iraq

Hashemite universities in Jordan to determine the nature of the required information and its content to the

international standard (ACRLS). The total master's students in the Zarqa and The Hashemite universities (1098)
students. Study questionnaires distributed to 366 students (or 33.3%) of them that selected as a systemic random sample.
324 questionnaire were retrieved (88.5%) of the sample. The study revealed some results such as: there was a high
degree of Informational awareness among the respondents, and there were no statistical significant differences at the level
of (a<0.05) according to the sex variable; while there were significant differences in favor of specialization variable. In
the light of the results, the study recommended the following: the preparation programs to enable students to integrate
acquired information, with the main ideas and experiences they have, and to promote and develop the level of their
informational awareness. (Keywords: Informational Awareness, Standards of Informational Awareness , Search for
information).

r I \he study aimed to investigate the degree of informational awareness among master's students at Al-Zarga and The
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Standards, Performance Indicators, and Outcomes
Standard One
The information literate student determines the nature and extent of the information needed.
Performance Indicators:
1. The information literate student defines and articulates the need for information.
Outcomes Include:
a. Confers with instructors and participates in class discussions, peer workgroups, and electronic

discussions to identify a research topic, or other information need

i

Develops a thesis statement and formulates questions based on the information need

Explores general information sources to increase familiarity with the topic

a o

. Defines or modifies the information need to achieve a manageable focus

e. ldentifies key concepts and terms that describe the information need

f. Recognizes that existing information can be combined with original thought, experimentation,
and/or analysis to produce new information

2. The information literate student identifies a variety of types and formats of potential sources for

information.

Outcomes Include:

O]

. Knows how information is formally and informally produced, organized, and disseminated

b. Recognizes that knowledge can be organized into disciplines that influence the way information
is accessed

c. Identifies the value and differences of potential resources in a variety of formats (e.g.,
multimedia, database, website, data set, audio/visual, book)

d. Identifies the purpose and audience of potential resources (e.g., popular vs. scholarly, current
vs. historical)

e. Differentiates between primary and secondary sources, recognizing how their use and

importance vary with each discipline

f. Realizes that information may need to be constructed with raw data from primary sources
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3. The information literate student considers the costs and benefits of acquiring the needed

information.
Outcomes Include:

a. Determines the availability of needed information and makes decisions on broadening the
information seeking process beyond local resources (e.g., interlibrary loan; using resources at
other locations; obtaining images, videos, text, or sound)

b. Considers the feasibility of acquiring a new language or skill (e.g., foreign or discipline—-based) in
order to gather needed information and to understand its context

c. Defines a realistic overall plan and timeline to acquire the needed information

4. The information literate student reevaluates the nature and extent of the information need.

Outcomes Include:

a. Reviews the initial information need to clarify, revise, or refine the question.
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Attitudes towards e-learning amongst students at the Palestine Technical University — Kadoorie.
Rabee Shafiq Lutfy Oteer
Al-Quds University — Tulkarm
Palestine
r I Yhis study aimed to identify the students' attitudes towards e-learning at the Palestine Technical University -
Kadoorie during the second semester of the academic year (2014/2015), and to investigate the effect of the
variables, namely gender, specialization, and academic average, in the assessment of students' attitudes towards
the use of e-learning strategy. The researcher used a questionnaire, which consisted of 40 items. The validity and internal
consistency of too was assessed, where the reliability coefficient score was 0.94. The study sample consisted of 500
university students, results. Results indicated that the students' attitudes towards e-learning strategy were a high in terms
of the psychological and educational domain, while it was medium in terms of capacity development. There were no
significant differences in variables. The most important recommendations included the need to develop and enhance

students' attitudes towards e-learning,

and the need to provide adequate infrastructure for this type of

education.(Keywords: Students' towards, e-learning, World wide web, Kadoorie University, computer).
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Level of Mathematical Communication Skills among Students- Teachers in the Faculty of

Educational Sciences and Arts (UNRWA) in Jordan from their Point of View
Eman Rasmi Abed Mohammad Mustafa Al-Absi
Associate Professor/ Faculty of Educational Sciences and Arts - UNRWA
eabed67@yahoo.com

r I Yhis study aimed to measure the level of mathematical communication skills among students-teachers in the

Faculty of Educational Sciences and Arts (UNRWA) in Jordan, from their point of view. To achieve this

objective, mathematical communication scale was developed, which consisted of 53 items distributed on five
skills: reading, writing, speaking, listening, and representation. After verification of the psychometric characteristics of
the tool, it has been applied to the study sample which consisted of 167 students. The results showed that the level of
mathematical communication skills among students were high in reading and representation, and medium in the writing,
speaking, and listening skills, and in the total tool. Results of the study by gender variable, showed that there are
significant differences between the study sample, in the level of reading and writing skills, and the total tool, in favor of
females compared to males. Results by variables of the stream of secondary certificate and the cumulative average
showed that there were no statistically significant differences between the study sample, in the level of mathematical
communication skills, in all fields of study tool and in the overall tool. (Keywords: Mathematical Communication,
Students- teachers, Educational Sciences, UNRWA).
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The Impact of Social Networking Sites on Students Performance at King Saud University
Uthman T. Alturki
ualturki@ksu.edu.sa
Educational Technology Department
College of education
King Saud University

2015/5/18 :J sl g s 2015/3/1 :pledll g6
r I \he purpose of this study is to gain a deep understanding of the social networking and their roles, understanding the

impact of social networking sites on education, finding out the pros and cons of social networking sites regarding

student’s academic achievement and examining the effectiveness of these social tools in knowledge sharing and
general awareness of student communities. This paper examines the effect of Social Networking on College student in
King Saud University through a survey conducted among a representative sample of students (n=400).

The paper uses both qualitative and quantitative approaches for research methodology. (71%) of students agreed
on the fact that Social Networking Sites can be beneficial for their studies. It is also found that there is significant
relationship between:

- Frequency of using Social Networking Sites and Student performance,

- Using Social Networking Sites and Student performance based on Gender,

- Using Social Networking Sites by educators and Student performance,

- Attitude of student toward Social Networking Sites as effective education tool and student performance.
(Keywords: social networking, e-learning, student’s performance).

g Alal) daaly & Dl o)) o Ao laial) clSuil) adlga il

Sealsill gdlge iy ilala) jaa PA o @l aalaill o Waily Lo laia¥) Gl Hodl Gaae agh o Jeanll Auball 038 o sl OIS
Jsladsy Al adine 3 ey Al Jolg b e lain¥) Sl Adlad Al oda ons LS alllall aball Jpasill e laydliy e laiaY)

(400 =¢) DUl e Alis die e Cupal Gmise duhy DA e 35 llal) drals 8 OO e G LaaV) il 5l Cny 4l 028
0S5 ol oS e laial¥) il ailge of s o (%71) duad) Ola alaee 81 Ay il Ayl B Sy oS Guagial) Cald) aadid
Ala oy (DU elafy Lo L) Sl adlse aladin) Glpe 220 (o Aflias) AV @l ADle @llin of Laad i Ll LS Lagiuh 5k
Al aladind (p Ailian) AN @l ADe dls ofs sl Gelad o OOl ¢ lals Lo LainY) Sl adlge aladiul cp dilian) NS @l Al
peilaly Allad dpalas 51018 dpe Laia V) ISl pdlsa sad (DUl Cilige s 530S ADke @llia hualy (DUl ¢ lals Cpaleall J (e dpe Laia¥] clSall

(Al ool ¢ g SN aletl e Leia ) Sl dpalibal) clalsl) . Luasil)

Introduction

Online Social networking is a type of
virtual communication that allows people to
connect with each other. This concept arises
from basic need of human beings to stay together
in groups forming a community. Michael Wesch,
cultural anthropologist at Kansas State
University, compared the tribal societies to
online social networking. Like the tribal culture,
in Facebook people project their identity by
demonstrating their relationships to each other.
You define yourself in terms of who your friends
are (Wright, 2007).

Social networking sites, email, instant
messaging, video- and photo- sharing sites and
comment posting are all tools that help people to
communicate and socialize with each other
(Mooney, 2009). The first social networking site
SixDegrees.com was launched in 1997. It

allowed users to create profiles, list their friends
and surf the friends list (Boyd, & Ellison, 2007).
Starting from 1997 to 2010 there are some 1.5
billion users of social networking websites
(Kreutz, 2009). People join social networking
sites because it gives them an opportunity to
express their views, a feel of independency and
self-esteem. It is just a click way to create a
virtual profile and connect with millions of users
across the world, becomes more interesting,
because you can stay connected with old friends
and family members. The list of ten most
popular social networking sites and their
Estimated Unique Monthly Visitors based on
eBiz MBA Rank Top 15 Most Popular social
networking sites in the World (eBizMBA, 2015)
(see Table 1)
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Table ( 1) Top 10 social networking sites in the world

Rank Sites Estimated Unique Monthly Visitors
1 Facebook 900,000,000
2 Twitter 310,000,000
3 Linkedin 255,000.000
4 Pinterest 250,000.000
5 Google Plus+ 120,000.000
6 Tumblr 120,000.000
7 Instagram 100,000.000
8 Myspace 80,000.000
9 Flickr 65,000.000
10 Vine 42,000.000
Universities are facing globalization, require wurgent attention. Meanwhile most

which is demanding a new kind of teaching.
They have been brought up under the influence
of audiovisuals and the web. The new
technological tools (social networks, blogs,
video platforms, etc.) have given them the power
to share, create, inform, communicate, and have
become an essential element in their lives.

Online social networking sites engage
students and need to be studied as distributors of
information. The medium of internet has evolved
with growth in its applications. The interactive
nature of online environments has expanded with
social networks. Connecting through social
networks started as a niche activity, but with
time, it is now a phenomenon. The social
networking sites are being used in various ways
like forming communities, chatting, blogging
etc. Apart from that, different institutions even
nowadays are forming communities or groups on
different Social Networking Sites (Alotaibi,
2013; Mehmood, & Tarang, 2013).

Research Problem

In recent times, college staff and students
have adopted various social-networking sites and
tools for educational purposes. In this regard, the
social networking sites and tools have a
significant impact on professional development
and project collaboration.

Although college staff and students are
now pushing learning beyond the borders of the
classroom through social networking, many
universities do not allow access to such sites. In
this context, critical questions in relation to the
use of social networking sites emerge. For
example, concerns as to whether social
networking sites influence students’ educational
performance in a positive or negative manner

students at King Saud University are using social
networking sites in their personal lives, yet little
attention has been made toward educational
usage. Thus, this study is trying to shed the light
on the impact of Social networking sites on
Students Performance at King Saud University
Research Questions
The following are the research questions:

Question 1: Does the use of social network

in teaching imply a significant increase in

student learning?

Question 2: Is there a relationship between

the use of social networking sites and

students’ performance?

Question 3: What are the advantages and

disadvantages of social networking sites?

Question 4: Is there a relationship between

frequency of social sites’ usage and the

students’ performance?

Question 5: Is there a relationship between

attitude of the student toward social

networking sites as effective education tool

and student performance?
Research Importance

As indicated earlier, social network sites

have revolutionized teaching and learning
practices and are considered alternative
education methods. In addition, social
networking sites generate new ways of
organization, cooperation and training among
college students and staff members. From this
perspective, the following study provides a
critical foundation for further research on social
networking sites and related impacts on students’
performance.
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Research Objectives
The following are considered as the
major research objectives:

e Understanding the social networking sites
and their roles.

e Understanding  the impact of social
networking sites on the education system

e Identifying the advantages and
disadvantages of the social networking
sites in relation to the students’ academic
performance.

e Examine the effectiveness of the social
networking tools in regard to knowledge
sharing and students’ general awareness.

Research Hypothesis

e Hypothesis 1
There is no significant relationship
between the frequency of social
networking sites’ usage and students’
performance.

e Hypothesis 2
There is no significant relationship
between using social networking sites and
students’ performance based on gender.

e Hypothesis 3
There 1s no significant relationship
between using of social networking sites
by educators and the students’
performance.

e Hypothesis 4
There 1s no significant relationship
between student’s attitude towards social
networking sites as effective educational
tools and academic performance.

Research Terminology
Social networking: The use of internet-based
social media programs to communicate with
friends, family, classmates, customers and
clients. In this study, the researcher define social
networking as the mean for using internet-based
social media with classmates for educational
purposes.
E learning: is electronic learning, when using a
computer to deliver part, or all of a course
whether it is in or outside schools
Background

Several studies have been done regarding
social networking and grades. Whitmore School

of Business and Economics recently conducted a
survey of over 1,000 students. They asked
questions regarding which social network sites
were used, how much time they spent on a site,
what their grade point average (GPA) was, and
what they were going to school for. It was
concluded that there is no correlation between
how much time is spent on a social networking
site and grades (Mehmood & Tarang 2013).

(Tuckman, 1975) defined performance as
the apparent demonstration of understanding,
concepts, skills, ideas and knowledge of a person
and proposed that grades clearly depict the
performance of a student. Hence, their academic
performance must be managed efficiently
keeping in view all the factors that can positively
or negatively affect their educational
performance. Use of technology such as internet
is one of the most important factors that can
influence educational performance of students
positively or negatively. (Shah et al., 2001)
proposed that student users are affected by the
internet and this impact is determined by the
type of internet usage. They are positively
affected by the informative use of internet while
having drastic impact of recreational use of
internet on them. Also Ahmed & Qazi (2011)
proposed that internet is advantageous to both
students and teachers if used as a tool of
knowledge creation and dissemination.

The University of New Hampshire
agrees, and believes that current college students
grew up in the technology era and social
networking is now just a part of a student's daily
routine. Their research show that '63% of heavy
users received high grades, compared to 65% of
light users. The University of New Hampshire
said that a majority of students use social
networking for social connections and
entertainment, but are also using it for education
and professional reasons (Mehmood, & Tarang,
2013).

Enriquez revealed that students who
multi-task between social networking sites and
homework are likely to have 20% lower grades
than a student who does not have a social
networking site in visual range. Enriquez
believes that even running a social networking
site on the background on a student's PC while
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studying or doing homework could lower a
student's grade. He believes that "the problem is
that most people have Facebook or other social
networking sites, their e-mails and maybe instant
messaging constantly running in the background
while they are carrying out their tasks"
(Enriquez, 2010).

The users of Social Networking sites may
study less and generated lower grades eventually
(Abalet et al., 2014). However, many researchers
also found a positive association between use of
internet and Social Networking Sites and
academic performance of the student users.
Students, using internet frequently, scored higher
on reading skills test and had higher grades as
well. (Ahmed & Qazi 2011)

An ever increasing growth rate of Social
Networking Sites not only calls for the parental
and teacher monitoring of student users but also
attracting the focus of academicians and
researchers towards this phenomenon. Student’s
use of social networking continues to create
challenges and issues for higher education
professionals and keeping abreast of these
challenges has proved difficult because of the
speed at which new technologies are being
introduced. There is evidence that higher
education institutions have taken initiatives in
disclosing information about online social
networking involvement to their students. An
example is Cornell University’s “Thoughts on
Facebook™, which creates students awareness
about the responsible use of online social
networking. Following Cornell University, many
institutions have adopted this approach to
informing students by using anecdotal literature
to guide their actions (Kord, 2008).

Over the years, many university
programs have been conducted to help establish
social support networks once students arrive on
campus. Several of these programs have focused
on developing peer led support groups (Mattanah
et al., 2010). The emergence of social media has
created opportunities to establish peer-support
networks prior to students arriving on campus in
ways that may not have been previously possible
without the affordances of new media. Indeed,
social media websites are being developed by
universities to increase connections among

graduate students, faculty, and staff across
distributed campuses (Kaya, 2010). Social
network sites are perhaps the most prominent
example of such media.

Social network sites have received
considerable attention from researchers and the
general public alike due to the increasingly large
user base for sites like Facebook. Research on
Facebook, in particular, has shown that students
may reap social benefits from using the site.
(Alabdulrazag, 2009; Alfar, 2012).

(Ellison et al., 2007) found associations
between Facebook usage and various forms of
social capital. Social capital broadly refers to
social resources that people accrue through their
relationships with others. In particular, (Ellison
et al., 2007) found a strong association between
Facebook usage and bridging social capital,
which is typically associated with an expansive
network of weak ties. Social network sites are
thought to facilitate more extensive social
networks due to the reduction of costs (e.g.,
time, effort) for developing and maintaining
relationships (Donath & Boyd 2004). As such,
having students connect with one another on a
social media site prior to their arrival on campus
may help students enter college with a more
expansive social network than they otherwise
might have had, contributing to bridging social
capital.

In addition to helping establish and
maintain interpersonal communications,
researchers have argued that social media sites
like Facebook have the ability to guide students
entering an unfamiliar social environment.
(Selwyn, 2007) argues that Facebook has
“become an important site for the informal,
cultural learning of ‘being’ a student, with online
interactions and experiences allowing roles to be
learned, values understood and identities
shaped”. Likewise, (Yu et al., 2010) suggest that
social network sites offer a unique opportunity to
promote  socialization to  the  college
environment. They argue that social network
sites can help students\ learn about their peers
and college, which, in turn, can create
satisfaction and affiliation with the University.
Students' sense of\belonging — whether they feel
included in their college community —has a
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documented relationship with college
adjustment. For instance, student perceptions of
belonging have been positively associated with
feelings of social acceptance and academic
competence (Pittman & Richmond, 2008).
Consequently, social network sites may function
to improve the transition to college by helping
students socialize to their new environment and
establish a sense of connection with their
institution. Research by (Haythornthwaite and
Kazmer.2002) supports the notion that social
media can be utilized to develop student-to-
student and student-to-instructor connections.

In addition to the benefits that may be
obtained through social network sites, other
forms of communication technology have been
shown to help students in educational settings. In
particular, web logs (blogs) have been utilized
for a variety of educational purposes. Blogs
defined here as online personal journals — are
used to fulfill many interpersonal goals such as
maintaining ties with family and friends
(Stefanone & Jang, 2008). Blogs in education
typically differ from mainstream blogs in that
they are less visible to the masses and are written
for a specific community (Blau & Neuthal,
2009). Researchers have argued that, although
they are potentially continued in their scope,
blogs can be used in academia to connect
students, foster social support, and promote self-
expression (Deng & Yuen, in press).

(Ellison et al., 2007) examined the
relationship between university students’ use of
Facebook and the formation of social capital and
found a strong correlation between these
variables. They argued that the strong linkage
between Facebook use and high school
connections suggests how online social networks
afforded the persistence of relations as people
migrate from one offline community to another.
They elaborated that the same obtained when
these students graduated from university and
maintained contacts as alumni  whose
connections would pay dividends in terms of
jobs, internships, and other opportunities. While
Ellison et al. study (2007) focused on student-
peer relations and the maintenance of social
capital, lecturer-student interaction was not the
focus of their study and Facebook engagement

was neither lecturer driven nor part of the course
requirements. The current study seeks to
examine both lecturer-student and student-peer
interaction in a blended course where their
department expected students to formally consult
with academics via Facebook.

(Bishop-Russell et al., 2006) reiterate
that Facebook’s online community meets the
requirements set forth by (Chickering &
Reisser,1993) for an environment that pro-motes
student development by providing regular
interaction between students and opportunities
for collaboration with people from diverse
backgrounds and that serves as a social reference
group. These affordances for collaborative
networking and persistent interactions present
Face-book as a vantage point for unraveling
lecturer-student power relations, if academics
support was rendered via this site.

With over 98 percent of students at a
world class South African university having cell
phones and anecdotal evidence showing that
texting is their modulus operand of
communication, it can be argued that students
have augmented Social Networks interaction via
computers with exchanging learning resources
on Social Networks enhanced phones. (Rambe,
2011)

(Hewitt & Forte, 2006) researched the
Facebook interactions of two large classes
(comprising 176 students) in a middle-sized
public research university to unpack how their
online contact influences their perceptions of
faculty staff. Mixed results were reported, with
two thirds of the students affirming their
Facebook interactions with faculty staff as
presenting alternate communication channels
and affording their acquaintance with professors.
To the contrary, a third of the students felt that
faculty staff had no justification for being on
Facebook, and  others cited privacy
considerations and identity management as key
concerns in student-faculty relations. More
importantly, Facebook use was a student self-
initiative rather than a faculty requirement, as
was the case in this current study.

A review of Social Networks use in
pharmacy education conducted by (Cain, 2008)
exposed both the potential and challenges for
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academics and students when using these sites. It
reports that Social Networking Sites afford
students connectivity with users with similar
interests, allow them to foster and maintain
relation-ships with friends, and bestow a sense of
collegiality on campus. The downsides of Social
Networking Sites use included exposing student
online personas to public scrutiny and risking
their physical safety by revealing excessive
personal information (Cain, 2008).

The disadvantages of the social networking
sites in relation to the students’ academic
performance:

Accessibility of Information: Many
students rely on the accessibility of
information on social media specifically
and the web in general to provide answers.
That means a reduced focus on learning
and retaining information.

Everything is Public: The nature of social
networking sites is that they are well
social, so things are shared. In addition,
one small mistake can be a public relations
nightmare. The degree to which private
information is available online and the
anonymity the internet seems to provide,
has made students forget the need to filter
the information they post. Many colleges
and potential employers investigate an
applicant’s social profiles before granting
acceptance or interviews. Most students do
not constantly evaluate the content they are
publishing online, which can bring about
the negative consequences months or years
down the road.

Multitasking or Lack of Concentration:
Students who attempt to multi-task,
checking social media sites while studying
and show reduce academic performance.
Their ability to concentrate on the task is
significantly reduced by the distractions
that are brought about by YouTube,
Facebook, and Twitter etc.

Time Consuming: Social networking sites
can suck us in and before we know it, we
have spent hours looking at pictures,
videos, and reading clever posts. It is
important to remember when using social
networking sites for business purposes that

we stay on task and only spend time on the
things that help our business.

Living in the Virtual World: Often Social
Networking Sites becomes an addiction
and the person uses to live in virtual world
rather real world. Therefore, they cut
themselves from real life conflicts, issues
and facts. When the consciousnesses arise,
precious time has been passed out.
Ultimately, only regret remains. Moreover,
the more students spend on social sites, the
less time they spend socializing in person.
Because of body signals and non-verbal
cues, like tone and inflection, social
networks are not an adequate replacement
for face-to-face communication. Students
who spend a great deal of time on Social
Networking Sites are less able to
effectively communicate in person.
Negligence of Grammar and Spelling: The
popularity of social media and the speed, at
which information is published, has created
a lax attitude towards proper spelling and
grammar. The reduction of a student’s
ability to effectively write without relying
on a computer’s spell check feature. There
are many more arguments that could be
made for social networking sites
advantages and disadvantages, but we
believe that the advantages of using social
networking sites far outweigh the
disadvantages.

The advantages of the social networking sites
in relation to the students’ academic
performance:
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Collaboration among/between students:
Social Networking Sites have increased the
rate and quality of collaboration for
student. They are better able to
communicate meeting times or share
information quickly, which can increase
productivity and help them learn how to
work well in groups. On the other hand, by
spending so much time working with new
technologies, students develop more
familiarity with computers and other
electronic devices. With the increased
focus on technology in education and
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business, this will help them build skills
that will assist them through their lives.

e Development of creativity: The ease and
speed with which users can upload
pictures, videos or stories has resulted in a
greater amount of sharing creative works.
Being able to get instant feedback from
friends and family on their creative outlets
helps students refine and develop their
artistic abilities and can provide much
needed confidence and help them decide
what career path they may pursue.

e Finding good people: social networking
sites like Linkedin are a great resource for
business owners to find new talent or even
partners for a new venture.

e Free business promotion: This is probably
the biggest advantage for business owners
using social networking sites. Facebook,
Twitter, Linkedin, Google+ and many
others are great forums for us to talk about
our business, our services and even exhibit
our industry.

e Ease of communication: Social networking
sites allow us a fast and free resource for
communicating with our customers and
potential customers. Announce sales,
promotions, special events and more by
simply typing our message and posting it to
our page or profile.

e Social Networking Sites may illustrate
what skills students are learning and what
experiences they are being exposed to, it
can help foster and extend those skills.

Through social networking, educators and
business owners knew where students are
coming from and what they are interested
in. By understanding how students are
positively using these networking
technologies and where the unrecognized
educational opportunities are, educators
can help make schools even more relevant,
connected and meaningful to learners.
Methodology

The study utilized a methodological
design that combines both qualitative and
quantitative techniques. However, the
quantitative part was significantly over utilized
compared to the qualitative. Nonetheless, this
was done to extrapolate the results of the
surveyed population as a whole. The essential
method in this work was a descriptive survey of
a sociological nature.

Because of the nature of the descriptive
of the current study, the researcher used an open-
ended questionnaire as a tool to collect data and
to achieve the research objectives. The
researcher then asked some specialists from the
field of educational technology about its
accuracy. This questionnaire consisted of open-
ended questions as well as demographic
questions

The surveyed population was constituted
by undergraduates registered at King Saud
University. The population size was set at more
than 49, 000 students during the second semester
2013, see table 2.

Table ( 2) The number of enrolled students in King Saud University (MOHE, 2015)

The Gender New Students Current students
institution Diploma BS Total Diploma BS Total
King Saud Male 790 7,656 8,446 1,887 27,747 29,634
University Female 639 3,578 4217 1,345 22,149 23,494
Total 1,429 11,234 12,663 3,232 49,896 53,128

The sampled population is spread over Twenty-
One colleges. According to the statistics, Table 3
illustrated there was a difference in the

proportions of the number of students in colleges
ratios differed in each college.
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Table ( 3 ) The distributed questionnaires among the sample

Name of College Dist.ribute.d Recqllectefi
Questionnaires Questionnaire Percentage
Faculty of Arts 24 21 6%
Faculty of Sport Science 2 2 0.5%
Faculty of Tourism 5 4 1%
Institute of Arabic Language 12 9 3%
Faculty of Law & Political Science 28 26 7%
Faculty of Architecture 16 14 4%
Faculty of Engineering 8 8 2%
Faculty of Nursing 9 9 2.5%
Faculty of Applied Medical Science 7 7 2%
Faculty of Emergency Medical Service 4 4 1%
Faculty of Society 20 20 5.5%
Faculty of Applied Studies 2 2 0.5%
Faculty of Education 23 20 5.5%
Faculty of Business 74 71 20%
Faculty of Translation &languages 14 13 3.5%
Faculty of Medicine 29 21 6%
Faculty of Dentistry 36 33 9%
Faculty of Pharmacy 31 29 8%
Faculty of Agriculture 23 17 5%
Faculty of Science 11 8 2%
Faculty of Computer Science 22 22 6%
Total 400 360 100%
Table (4 ) Gender Distribution of Respondents
Gender Number Percentage
Male 144 40%
Female 216 60%
Total 360 100%
From Table 4, the sample’s From the statistics, 400 students at King

characteristics depict a descriptive analysis of
the sampled respondents. Apparently, 40% of the
sample population constituted males, while 60%

comprised that of female students.

Saud University took part in the survey. Further
analysis on a sample population indicates that
144 of the students were males and 216
comprised that of females. However, 40 students
did not actively respond to the survey.

Table ( 5) Social network sites used by students

Site Frequency Percentage

Twitter 169 47%
Facebook 82 23%
Myspace 14 4%
LinkedIn 20 6%
Google” 26 7%
YouTube 45 12%
Others 4 1%
Total 360 100

From Table 5, results on how students
utilize social networking sites in learning
environments are revealed. For example, Twitter
is depicted as the favorite social site among the
students at King Saud University. In fact, 47% of

the respondents use Twitter as the favorite site,
while 23% utilize Facebook. Other major social
networking sites preferred by students include
YouTube, Google, LinkedIn and Myspace with
each scoring 12%, 7%, 6% and 4% respectively.
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Table ( 6 ) Rate of accessing Social Networking Sites by Students

Rate Number Percentage
Daily 221 61%
Weekly 76 21%
Monthly 63 18%
Total 360 100%

From Table 6, the frequency of using
social networking by the students is revealed.
From this analysis, more than half of the
respondents use social networking sites almost
every day. To be precise, 61% of the students

frequently on a daily basis while 21% use the
same weekly. In addition, 18% of the responds
are not frequent users of the social networking
sites since they utilize the same on a monthly
basis.

indicated to wuse social networking sites
Table ( 7 ) Social Networking Sites as an effective educational approach
Student Number Percentage
Effective tool 256 71%
Not effective tool 104 29%
Total 360 100%

From Table 7, an illustration of how
social networking sites have gained momentum
as an effective e-learning tool is depicted. In this
regard, 71% of the students who took part in the
study have the opinion that social networking
sites are effective learning tools. However, 29%
of the students do not perceive social networking
e-learning tools.

Examining the Hypothesis:

In this section, the hypotheses are analyzed using
the appropriate statistical methods.

Hypothesis 1: There is no significant
relationship between frequency of social
networking sites’ usage and students’
performance.

From Table 8,  (constant) is represented
as a frequency connotation of 2.09. In addition, a
change of one standard deviation in frequency of
social networking sites’ usage will result in a

change of 2.09 standard deviations in student’s
performance variable.

On the other hand, R= 0.842 represents
the correlation between frequency of using social
networking sites and the students’ performance.
However, the significance of 0.001 represents a
positive relationship between frequency of using
social networking sites and  students’
performance.

Meanwhile, the R Square value = 0.710
illustrates that the Regression model has
accounted for 71% of the variance in the
dependent variable (Student performance).

Finally, the F value of 459.5 (p<0.000) is
considered the quality of relation between the
frequency of using the social networking sites
and students’ performance. This result indicated
that using social networking sites have a positive
impact on students’ performance

Table ( 8 ) Simple Regression Analysis for the first hypothesis

ANOVA

- . 2 Independent
Sig Degree F Sig T T R R Beta Variable
F Freedom
1 frequency of using
0.001 359 459.5 0.001 21.4 0.710 0.842 2.09 Social Networking

Sites

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant
relationship between using social networking

sites and students’ performance based on
gender
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From Table 9, results of ANOVA are
analyzed to establish a relationship of social
networking sites and student’s performance
based on gender. From the analysis, there are
significant differences of how gender plays a
critical role in determining the intention of using
social networking sites. To be precise, male and
female students have a different intention in
respect to using social media. However, this

intention has a relation with a students’
academic performance. For example, male
students scored higher than their female
counterparts with regards to the intention of
using the social networking sites. Therefore, this
difference means that there is a relation between
using social networking sites and students’
performance based on gender.

Table (9 ) ANOVA Analysis for Second Hypothesis

Demographic Variable S.D+ Mean

Male 0.745 3.82

Gender Female 0.925 3.46
T value (p) 2.457( 0.001)

Hypothesis 3: There is no significant
relationship between using social networking
sites by educators and Students’ performance

In Table 10 below, [ (constant)
represents a score 1.85, implying that a change
of one standard deviation in using social
networking sites results to a change of 1.85
standard deviations in using social networking
sites by educators.

On the other hand, R= 0.908 value
represents a strong correlation between using
social networking sites by educators and
students’  performance. Nevertheless, the
significance of 0.003 means there is a significant
positive relationship between using social
networking sites by educators and students
performance.

Meanwhile, R Square value 0.826
implies that the regression model has accounted
for 82.6% of the variance in the dependent
variable (student performance).

Finally, the F value is 26.34 (p<0.000)
and confirms the positive relation between using
social networking sites by educators and
students’ performance. In addition, the indicated
result shows that using social networking sites
by educators have a positive impact on students’
performance. Because they will give great model
that foster student’s usage and encourage them
to have a positive reaction toward Social
networks. From this perspective, the impact on
students’ performance, as a result, of using
social networking sites implies a significant
improvement on the quality of education.

Table ( 10 ) Simple Regression Analysis for third Hypothesis

ANOVA Independent
Sig Degree Sig T T R’ R Beta cpende
F Variable
F Freedom
1 using Social
0.003 359 26.34  0.003 1236 0.826 0.908 1.85 Networking Sites
by educators
Hypothesis 4: There is no significant student  performance. In  addition, the

relationship between the students’ attitude
towards social networking sites as effective
educational tools and academic performance.

In Table 11, B (constant) is represented
by 2.32 to imply that a change of one standard
deviation in student attitude toward social
networking sites will result in a change of 2.32
standard deviations in student performance
variable.

On the other hand, R= 0.892 implies that
there is a positive correlation between students
attitude towards social networking sites and

significance of 0.004 represents a positive
relationship between students’ attitude towards

social networking sites and academic
performance.
Meanwhile, R Square value = 0.796

shows the Regression model has accounted for
79.6% of the variance in the dependent variable
(student performance).

Finally, F wvalue is 48.69 (p<0.000)
implies a positive relationship between students’
attitude towards social networking sites and
academic performance. In addition, the result
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reveals that students’ attitude towards using
social networking sites has a positive influence
on students’ academic performance. From this
perspective, the hypothesis that the students’

attitude towards using social networking sites
has a positive effect on students’ academic
performance is confirmed as fact.

Table (11 ) Simple Regression Analysis for forth Hypothesis

ANOVA Independent
Sig Degree Sig T T R’ R Beta epence
F Variable
F Freedom
0.004 ! 4869 0004 1789 0796 0892 232  DBehaviortoward
359 the change
Discussion information for students. Educational materials

As indicated earlier, the impact of social
network sites in education has been a major
development. Moreover, social networking sites
have contributed positively to the development
of various stages of the education system. The
manner in which social network sites have
promoted the exchange of information among
students and education instructors has been
instrumental to the learning process, as this study
revealed that 47% of the respondents use Twitter
as the favorite site. Apparently, social
networking sites are now available to almost
everyone around the world. Therefore, SN has
contributed positively to education and students’
academic performance, as this study reveals that
there is a strong correlation between using social
networking sites by educators and students’
performance. These social sites have promoted
exchange of information among students and
teachers. In this context, computer-based
technology and the internet is now perceived as
an integral necessity in learning.

Improved socialization among the
students is a one of the major positive impacts
that social networking sites have had on
students’ performance at King Saud University.
From this perspective, students that are not
confident in interacting with their teachers and
peers can interact freely through social networks.
From the study, the social networking sites
provide students at King Saud University with
an opportunity to express their views using
online-based platforms that harness
communication and interpersonal relationship
skills.

Another major impact from social
networking sites is the ability to provide a wide
range of information. Apparently, internet is
considered one of the largest sources of

from different scholars, cultures and education
systems the world are accessible through the
social networking sites. From the study, 71% of
the respondents accesses social networking sites
every day with the intention of conducting
research. In this context, the value of education
is promoted through quality education and
improved learning practices. However, due to
the small size of study sample comparing to the
whole population of the study, this research
cannot be generalized.

Results

Some previous studies stated that there is
no correlation between using social networking
site and students performance (Mehmood &
Tarang 2013). While other studies suggested
using social networking may affect negatively on
students’ performance (Enriquez, 2010; Abalet,
et al. 2014). However, studies such as (Shah et
al. 2001; Ahmed & Qazi 2011) indicated that
social networking and internet have a positive
effect on students as well as teachers.

On the other hand, this study revealed
several results regarding the impact of social
networking sites on students’ performance at
King Saud University. Apparently, 47% of
respondents admitted to using Twitter while 23%
are obsessed with using Facebook. In addition,
12% and 7 % of other students use YouTube and
Google+ respectively. During the study, the
students were asked about the rate of using
social networking sites. From the respondents, it
emerged that 61% of sample population access
social networking sites on a daily basis.
However, 21% and 18% of the students access
social networking sites weekly and monthly
respectively. From the survey, it is evident that
71% view social networking site as effective
educational tools. However, 29% of the students
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have little regard for social networking sites as
effective educational approaches.

Several  findings  emerged  after
examining the hypothesis. First, there is a
relationship between the frequency of using
social networking sites and  students’
performance. Secondly, the relationship between
using social networking sites and students’
performance based on gender exist at the King
Saud University. Thirdly, there exists a
relationship between using social networking
sites by educators and Student performance.
Finaly, the study confirms the positive
relationship between the students’ attitude
towards social  networking sites as effective
education tools and academic performance.
Conclusion

Without a doubt, the use of social
networking sites is a common feature in
institutions of higher learning. The benefits of
utilizing social networking sites override the cost
of education by any standard. However, the
degree of restraint especially in controlling over
exposure to internet-based content is critical.
From this perspective, effective control measures
that monitors what students’ access from social
networking sites is required.

From the study, it is critical that
universities create awareness regarding the
importance of social networking sites in
education. From this perspective, ample training
to educators on using e-learning tools is
instrumental to the success of the same in
improving students’ academic performance. On
the other hand, university institutions should
facilitate students’ access to computers and the
internet. Perhaps, the provision of computer
laboratories, free internet and virtual online
libraries can be initialized in the development of
computer-based curriculum.

From the study’s findings, some
recommendations can be instrumental in
promoting e learning at King Saud University.
The recommendations are helpful to both
learners and educators about using social
networking sites. It is important for educators to
research on barriers affecting the use social
networking sites and the respective effect on
students’ academic performance. Moreover,

identifying the appropriate courses that can be
taught through social networking sites is
necessary during online curriculum
development. Since using social networking by
educators and students have a positive impact on
teaching and learning, it is recommended to
establish training courses that encourage
faculties and students to adopt and use social
media in Education. Finally, the procedure of
developing meaningful content that is of
importance to educators and students is
instrumental to e-learning approaches. In this
respect, researching on best e-learning practices
from other institutions of higher learning is a
function of educators who seek to promote
students’ academic performance.
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Question 2: Is there relation between use of Social
Networking Sites and performance of students?
Question 3: What are advantages and disadvantages
Social Networking Sites?

Question 4: Is there relationship between Frequency
of Social Sites Usage by students and student
performance?

Question 5: Is there relationship between attitude of
student toward Social Networking Sites as effective
education tool and student performance

We appreciate your time and effort to fill this
survey. Hence, all information are anonymous
and only for the purpose of this study and
Thanks
Researcher:
Dr. Uthman Alturki
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J 08T (5 5100 1
N <L (0] 01 074 1
Gender: Male () Female ( )

Name of College:

Faculty of Arts (
Faculty of Sport Science (
Faculty of Tourism (
Institute of Arabic Language (
Faculty of Law & Political Science (
Faculty of Architecture (
Faculty of Engineering (
Faculty of Nursing (
Faculty of Applied Medical Science (
Faculty of Emergency Medical Service (
Faculty of Society (
Faculty of Applied Studies (
Faculty of Education (
Faculty of Business (
Faculty of Translation &languages (
Faculty of Medicine (
Faculty of Dentistry (
Faculty of Pharmacy (
Faculty of Agriculture (
Faculty of Science (
Faculty of Computer Science (

N N N N N N N N N N o — N ~ —

Do you have access to a computer? Yes( ) No (

What type of Social network sites used?

Twitter ()

Facebook ()

Myspace )

LinkedIn ()
)
)

S~

Google"
YouTube
(075155 ¢~

How often do you access social network sites?

Daily (
Weekly (
Monthly (

Is Social Networking Sites an effective educational approach Yes( ) No ( )

What information do you seek?
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13- Is there relation between use of Social Networking Sites and performance of students?

16- Is there relationship between attitude of student toward Social Networking Sites as effective education tool and
student performance

Thank you for participating
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