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Curriculum Integration Based on the Story of Prophet
Musa and the Righteous Man in Surat Alkahf

Prof. Dr. Dawood A. Al-Hidabi, Editor-In-Chief

To begin with, it has to be stated that integration in general
is a characteristic feature of life. We do not deal with
life issues on the basis of a specific discipline. However,
categorizing knowledge to different disciplines has been
made due to the nature of phenomena to be investigated.

In our every day life when we discuss or make decisions,
we tend to take into account all types of knowledge in an
integrated way which would help us to understand the
issue under consideration. If we take a look at the Qur'an,
we can easily notice that the topics and themes are stated
based on real life issues. Quranic verses in principle are
revealed to tackle issues or problems facing the Muslim
society. The verses are referring to real life issues or
problems and relate them to revealed knowledge. These
issues could be natural or social issues and are always
integrated with the revealed knowledge.

The main categories of the revealed knowledge are Iman
(faith), lbadat (acts of worship), Muaamalat (life affairs
such as economic, political, social, etc.) and Akhlaq
(morals and ethics). However, quranic verses relevant
to social and human sciences are more than the verses
relevant to natural verses which might represent just
over 20%. Quranic verses are integrated in nature. They
integrate the lIslamic perspective to all types of issues
related to all walks of life. The Quran is the complete
guide and framework for a Muslim'’s life.

Hence, the integration of real-life issues to the revealed
knowledge takes the form of stating these issues in a way
which would be consistent with the Islamic way of life.

Verses 1- 6 of Surat Almutaffifeen, for example, contain
a warning to those who are not upright in their business



dealings. After stating the problem, Allah relates it to the hereafter so that people
have to realize that they will be accountable before Allah for all their actions in
life. Hence, it is an economic issue and it was related to a religious issue which
is the hereafter. Also, in Surat Aldhuha natural phenomenon are integrated
with social and psychological issues. In this Surah the religious principles are
integrated with educational, psychological and social issues. Hence, it could
be argued that there is no specific form/model of integration which should be
adopted but we can understand that religious principles (revealed knowledge)
have to be integrated with natural or social phenomenon in the real life which
reflects the unity of knowledge in terms of their sole source that is Allah. With
regard to other disciplines, integration could take different forms which depend
on the nature of the real-life issue/ problem. However, Islam in principle has
been revealed to regulate and improve people’s life.

For the purpose of inferring the concept of curriculum integration based on
the story of Prophet Musa and the Righteous Man, we would look at the verses
6082-of Surat Alkahf. In Surat Alkahf, the nature of the story is that it is told
in a learning and teaching context. Prophet Musa requested the righteous Man
to teach him the knowledge which he was taught by Allah in order to guide
him in his life. From the beginning of the story, it was clear that the main aim
is to be guided with the new knowledge relevant to Musa’s life but at the same
time the source of this knowledge is Allah and has to be taught and learnt with
commitment to Islamic morals and ethics by both the teacher and the learner. We
can see here that the aim of learning, the strategies adopted by both the teacher
and the learner, the ethics of educational process, the spiritual dimension and
life issues are dealt with in an integrated approach. The ethical and moral part
of the educational process, the source of knowledge (Allah) and the overall aim
of learning (guidance in life i.e. the impact of knowledge in life) were at the core
of the integration in this story.

Looking and reflecting on the verses from 60- 82, we can conclude that in addition
to emphasising the religious, ethical and real life issues, which were presented
as problems to motivate Prophet Musa to think and provide true expected
interpretation and learn effectively to guide his life, the verses discussed different
sub- stories related to real life issues through action learning and continuous
dialogue and communication between both the teacher and the learner. Action
learning activities have engaged Prophet Musa through connecting different
acquired knowledge disciplines such as education, religion, biology and health
sciences, oceanography, geography, physics, psychology, sociology, politics,
engineering, and ethics. All these disciplines were taught based on real life and
problem-solving approach. This could be looked at as just one model/method
of curriculum integration based on one Quranic text.

Integration from an Islamic perspective is not restricted to one specific method of
integration. The aim of integration is to provide guidance for human beings and
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the most important part of integration is the integration of revealed knowledge
to any acquired knowledge regardless of the model of integration or the number
of disciplines to be integrated. Integration requires, first of all, deciding which
life issue to be taught. Then the curriculum developers have to decide which
revealed knowledge is related to it, and which relevant acquired knowledge is
based on different disciplines.

The basic assumption of knowledge from an Islamic perspective is to lead to
success, prosperity, happiness and satisfaction in this life and the life to come
based on the revealed knowledge.

It could be concluded therefore that the integrated curriculum based on the
Islamic world view can be defined as the curriculum which first connects relevant
revealed knowledge to real life issues. Then, this process of integration might
also require connection to one or more acquired knowledge disciplines so as
to engage students in activities which lead to a more meaningful learning and
achieving benefits for the students and their community alike.
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The Extent of Practicing Transformational Leadership in
Palestinian Universities in the Southern Governorates from
the Faculty Members' Perspective

Abstract:

The study aimed to determine the degree of faculty members' assessment
of practicing transformational leadership in Palestinian universities in
the southern governorates, and to explore whether there were statistically
significant differences at a level (a<0.05) attributed to these variables (type
of college, academic rank, years of service). To achieve these objectives, the
researchers followed the analytical descriptive method by administering a
questionnaire consisting of (60) items divided into four areas on a sample
of (101) faculty members from these universities (Al-Azhar — Islamic — Al-
Agsa). The results showed that the total degree of assessment of practicing
transformational leadership from the point of view of the participants in
the universities was medium with a relative weight of 55.93%. The area of
independence and influence occupied the first place with a relative weight
of 57.75%. The area of presenting a model behavior was ranked last with a
relative weight of 54.31%. In addition, there were no statistically significant
differences (0<0.05) between the participants' means of assessment
due to these variables: (type of college, rank, years of service). The study
recommended enhancing the concepts of transformational discourse in
universities based on mutual respect and appreciation of competencies,
regardless of any other considerations.

Keywords: transformational leadership, Palestinian universities, faculty
members.
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Obstacles Facing the Implementation of Internal Quality
Systems in the Departments of the Faculty of Education,
Umm Al-Qura University

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the level of obstacles facing the implementation
of the internal quality systems in the departments of the faculty of education
at Umm Al-Qura university from the point of view of the faculty members;
to identify the most significant obstacles affecting these systems; and to
determine whether there were statistically significant differences between the
means of the participants' responses attributed to these variables: (gender,
job title and academic rank). To achieve these objectives, the descriptive
analytical method was used and a questionnaire was administered to collect
data from a sample of (103) quality officials and faculty members. Major
results revealed that the participants' degree of assessment was medium with
a mean of (3.04). Human obstacles came in the first rank, obstacles related to
the educational program second, administrative and financial obstacles third,
and obstacles of the formation of the internal system were in fourth rank. The
study also showed that (22) obstacles had the highest effect on the internal
quality systems according to Pareto chart. There were statistically significant
differences between the mean responses of the participants regarding the
variables (gender, academic rank), but no differences were shown regarding
the variable of job fitle. It was recommended that the Faculty of Education
should raise the efficiency and effectiveness of the internal quality systems by
reorganizing and restructuring the systems, to provide adequate support for
quality efforts and to spread quality culture and practice in daily activities.

Keywords: quality obstacles, internal quality system, Faculty of Education.
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The Effect of Critical Success Factors of Quality in Light
of Sheffield University Model on Applying Total Quality
Management: A Field Study at University Educational
Hospitals

Abstract:

The aim of the study was to identify the effect of quality critical success
factors on Jordan university hospitals for supporting the application of total
quality management (TQM) in light of Sheffield University Model, and the level
of applying TQM in Jordan university hospitals. The study also aimed to find
out whether there were statistically significant differences in the responses of
the participants in the level of critical success factors of quality in supporting
the application of TQM at Jordan university hospitals. The study population
was composed of all employees of university hospitals employees (1340)
employee of university hospitals, and a random stratified method was used
to select 302 participants. Statistical analysis procedures were used to analyze
the data. The study results revealed that there was a strong positive effect
of quality critical success factors on supporting the application of TQM in
university hospitals. In the light of these results, the study proposed a number
of recommendations.

Keywords: critical success factors for quality, Sheffield University model,
total quality management, Jordan universities educational hospitals.
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Satisfaction of Students enrolled in Basic Education
Program at Al Quds Open University (Gaza) with the Course
Human Nutrition

Abstract:

The study aimed to determine the level of satisfaction of students enrolled
in the basic education program at the Faculty of Education at Al-Quds Open
University (Gaza Branch) with the course (human nutrition). It also aimed
to identify any statistically significant differences between the degree of
assessment due to these variables: (gender- level of study - secondary school
type). To achieve these objectives, the researcher followed the descriptive
analytical method by administering a questionnaire consisting of (38) items
distributed over (3) dimensions to a sample of (64) students. The results
showed that the total degree of satisfaction with the Human Nutrition course
was medium at a relative weight (53.44%). The dimension (Satisfaction
with Teaching Method) came in the first rank, with a medium degree of
satisfaction and a relative weight (66.97%). The second dimension (interest in
the course) received a medium degree and a relative weight (51.53%). The
third dimension (course content) came in the third rank with a low degree and
a relative weight (44.71%). There were no statistically significant differences
between the mean scores due to the variable (gender, secondary school),
while differences were found due to the study level in favor of the third level
in course content and the total score of the tool. In light of research results,
it was recommended reconsidering the size of the prescribed material, and
relying on practice more than theory when offering programs of preparing
science teachers.

Keywords: level of satisfaction, human nutrition, Al-Quds Open University,
prospective teachers in the basic education.
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Reasons behind Student Teachers' Low Achievement Levels
in Science Majors in the Faculty of Education, Saber - Aden
University, from their Perspective

Abstract:

The study aimed at exploring the reasons behind student teachers' low
achievement levels in science majors in the Faculty of Education, Saber,
Aden University from the students’ perspective. To achieve this, the researcher
adopted the analytical descriptive method and used a questionnaire consisting
of 50 items, distributed over five areas (scientific content, teaching staff,
assessment and tests, financial and human resources). The questionnaire
was administered to 150 (male & female) students during the second
Semester (2017- 2018). The findings showed that the total effect degree
of reasons behind students' low achievement levels was generally "high".
The questionnaire areas were ranked in this order: human and financial
resources, the teaching staff, the scientific content, assessment and tests and
students).The study also showed that there were no statistically significant
differences at the level of (0.05 = o) between the mean scores of the sample,
generally aftributed to the variables of gender, science major and grade.
However, there were statistically significant differences attributed to the study
level in favor of second level students. In the light of the findings of the study,
it is recommended that the Faculty should be supported with equipment,
laboratories, classrooms and training courses for teachers with a focus on
personal, technical and teaching skills.

Keywords: academic achievement, science majors, the Faculty of Education
— Saber, student teachers.
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paper and whether it is accepted for publication or not.

. Ifthe research is provisionally accepted, then it is refereed by experts who

are confidentially selected. Experts judge the originality and novelty of
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. In case the research paper is accepted for publication, the AJQAHE

reserves the right to make any stylistic or any other necessary changes so
as to make the paper in conformity with its standards and conventions.

. After the Editorial Board’s endorsement for publishing the research
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. Any information given in the research papers represents their authors;
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Methods: This includes study method, population and study sample,
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* Discussion: in this section results should be deeply and thoroughly
discussed on the basis of previous studies and theoretical framework
mentioned in the Introduction, or any other relevant studies.

* Conclusions and Recommendations: The main study results should be
presented here, in view of which recommendations and suggestions are
to be made and proposed.

* References: the AIQAHE adopts the format of APA (American Psychological
Association) 5th edition., which is as follows:

- References should be alphabetically ordered, starting with the
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- Titles of reference should be underlined; no numbering is required.

- When books are used as references, author (s) should be given in
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and publishing house and place of publication.
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Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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violation of such citation rules.
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submitted for publication ant any journal.

3. All research papers and relevant correspondence should be sent to this
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common international standards of scientific research.

3. The AJQAHE accepts research papers in both English and Arabic on the
condition that they fulfill the following:

* They should not have been published before or submitted for publication
in any other journal.

* They should be written in a proper and an error-free language.

* In case the research is extracted from a thesis, this should be clearly
stated by the author.

* The research should be computer-typed.

* Research papers in Arabic should be double-spaced, and font size 14
(Traditional Arabic).

* Research papers in English should be double-spaced, and font size 12
(Times New Roman).

* Margins of all page sides should be 2.50 cm.

* Tables and illustrations should be inserted in their right places with their
descriptive titles and necessary information, using font size 12.

* Number of pages should not exceed 25 (7000 words), including
references and appendices and using A4 size paper.

[I: Submission Procedures:

1. Researchers are requested to submit their papers in accordance with the
following procedures.

* Title page: the first page should be devoted to the title, provided that the
number of words does not exceed (15) words. Name and address of the
researcher should remain anonymous.

* Abstract in Arabic: the second page should be devoted to the Arabic
abstract whose words should not exceed 250 words, followed by keywords
which should be a minimum of 3 words.

* Abstract in English: the third page should be devoted to the English
abstract whose words should not exceed 250 words, followed by keywords
which should be a minimum of 3 words.
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