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6 November2019

Ref: SC/PCB/CB/19/10098

Sir/Madam,

On behalf of thé Director-General, l am pleased to invite your Organization
to submit nominations for thé Carlos J. Finlay UNESCO Prize for
Microbiology. Thé Statutes of thé Prize are attached herewith for your kind
information.

Funded by thé Government of Cuba, thé Prize aims to reward thé efforts of an
individual, or of an institution, non-governmental organization or other entity
which, through research and development, has made an outstanding
contribution to thé field of microbiology and its applications.

Thé candidates shall be designated by thé governments of Member States, in
consultation with their National Commissions for UNESCO, science institutions
and associations, and non-governmental organizations in officiai partnerships
with UNESCO and active in relevant fields covered by thé Prize. Nominations or
applications from individuals will not be accepted.

Nomination for thé Prize shall be submitted to thé UNESCO Director-General at
thé address indicated hereunder and no later than on 10 January 2020:

Mr Ahmed FAHMI
Programme Specialist
Division for Science Policy and Capacity-Building
Natural Sciences Sector
UNESCO
7, place de fontenoy
75732 PARIS
France

Mail: a.fahmi@unesco.org
Tél. :+33 145 68 0825

A written recommendation, which shall include either flve hard or five electronic
(USB key/CD/DVD) copies, in English or French, of thé following items, shall
accompany thé nominations:

7, place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris 07 SP. France

Tél.: +33 (0)1 45 68 05 63

www. unesco. org/science/
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a) a description of thé candidate's background and achievements;

b) a summary of thé work or thé results of thé work including publications
or any other relevant supporting documentation; and

e) a définition of thé candidate's contribution of thé Prize's objective.

Accept, Sir/Madam, thé assurances of my highest considération.

-^ .VY- ^

Jean-Yves Le Saux
Director
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THE STATUTES 0F THE CARLOS J. FINLAY UNESCO PRIZE
FOR MICROBIOLOGY

Article l - Purpose

This international Prize bears thé name of thé Cuban scientist Carlos J. Finlay who. besides
discovering that thé only agent capable of transmitting yellow fever was thé Aèdes Aegypti
mosquito. dedicated his life to thé study ofother diseases such as choiera, tuberculosis. malaria
and leprosy.

Thé pui-pose of thé Carlos J. Finlay UNESCO Prize for Microbiology is to revvard an
individual. institution, or other entity or non-govemmental organization who, through research
and development. has made an outstanding contribution to thé field of microbiology (including
immunology. molecular biology, genetics, etc. ) and its applications throughout thé world. Thé
objective of thé Prize is in confom-iity with UNESCO's policies and is related to thé
Programme of thé Organization in thé field ofpromoting scientific research.

Article 2 - Désignation, amount and periodicity of êhe prize

2. l Thé Prize shall be entitled "Carlos J. Finlay UNESCO Prize for Microbiology".

2.2 Thé Prize shall be funded by thé Cuban Government and shall consist of a récurrent
payment of USS20.000 biennially. Thé value of thé Prize shall be detem-iined by thé
Director-General (in consultation with thé donor) on thé basis of thé contribution
rcceived from thé Cuban Govemment, thé interest on thé sum deposited in thé spécial
account. in accordance with thé Financial Régulations of UNESCO, and thé charges to
be borne by thé account for thé cost ofadministering thé Prize. Thé Prize will also issue
a certificate.

2. 3 Ail funds and tlie interest accmed thereon shall be kept in a spécial interest-bearing
account for tlie Prize (see financial mies in thé Annex).

2.4 Thé full staff support and operating/management costs of thé Prize. including ail costs
related to thé award ceremony and public infonnation activities. estimated at
US$10,000 shall be fully covered by thé Cuban Govemment. To this end, thé Director-
Général will detennine a mandatory overhead cost amouiit to be applied and charged
against thé fùnds in thé spécial account. which is to be established under thé financial
régulations for thé prize.

2. 5 Thé Prize shall be awarded biennially during tlie same year as thé UNESCO Général
Conférence, on an initial basis for three biennia (six years).

Article 3 - Conditions/QuaIifieations of candidates

Caiididates shall hâve made a significant contribution to research and development in thé field
ot'microbiology (including immunology. molecular biology. genetics. etc. ) and its applications.
Thé Prize may be confen-ed upon individuals. institutions, otlier entities or non-go\'emmental
or.canizations.
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Article 4 - Designation/Selection of thé award-winner

Thé prize-winner shall be selected by thé Director-General of UNESCO on thé basis of thé
assessments and recommendations made to him/her by a jury.

Article 5 - Jury

5. 1 Thé Jury shall consist of five independent inembers, being personalities with a
recognized réputation in thé field co^'el.ed while also taking into considération tlie need
for équitable geographical représentation, gender equality and thé principle of non-
payment of honoraria. They shall be appointed by thé Director-General for two year
periods for a maximum period of six years. Représentatives and alternatives of
Members of thé Executive Board cannot be appointed as jurors. Jurors involved in a
real or potential conflict ofinterest shall refuse themselves from further délibérations or
be asked by thé Director-General to do so. Thé Director-General may replace members
of thé jury for reason.

5.2 Thé Jury sliall elect its own chair and a deputy chair. Members shall receive no
rémunération for their work. but will receive allowances for travel and accommodation,
where required. A quorum ofthreejurors présent will be required for jury délibérations
to proceed. Thé working languages for délibérations by a jury shall be English and
French.

5. 3 Thé Jury shall conduct its business and délibérations in confomiity with thèse Statutes
and shall be assisted in thé perfom-iance of ils task by a member of thé UNESCO
Secrétariat designated by thé Director-GeneraI. Décisions shall be taken by consensus
to thé extent possible and othenvise by secret ballot until a simple majority is obtained.
A member shall not take part in a vote coiiceming a nomination from his or her country.

5.4 Thé Jury shall meet once every two years. Thé Jury may conduct its business and
délibérations by correspondence or by electronic means.

5. 5 Thé Jury shall send an assessment on nominations and accompanying recommendations
to thé Director-General of UNESCO no later than 31 August of thé year of thé Prize.

ArticSe 6 - Nominaîioit of candidates

6. l When UNESCO lias received thé funding of thé prize. as indicated in Article 2 above.
thé Director-General of UNESCO shall officially invite thé submission of nominations
to thé Secrétariat of thé Prize, by 15 July of thé year of thé Prize. from thé govemments
of Member States. in consultation with their National Commissions as well as from

non-govemmental organizations maintaining officiai partnerships with thé Organization
and active in relevant fields covered by thé prize.

6.2 Nominations shall be subinitted to thé Director-General by thé govemments ofMeinber
States. in consultation n'ith tlieir National Commissions, and by non-govemmental
organizations inaintaining officiai partnerships witli UNESCO. A self-noinination
caiinot be considered.
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6.3 Each nomination shall be accompanied by a written recommendation. which shall
include. fi\'e copies in English or French. mîercilia:

a) a description of thé candidate's backgi-ound and achie\rements;

b) a summary of thé vvork or thé results of thé n'ork, publications and other
supporting documents ofmajor importance, subinitted for considération; and

e) a définition of thé candidates contribution to thé Prize's objective.

Article 7 - Procédure for thé awarding of thé Prize

7. l. Tlie Prize shall be awarded by thé Director-General at an officiai ceremony lield for that
pui-pose in thé place where UNESCO organizes thé World Science Forum, or in thé
donor country on thé occasion of Carlos J. Finlay's birthday on 3 December during thé
same year as thé UNESCO Général Conférence. UNESCO shall présent to thé prize-
winner a check for thé amount of thé prize USS 10.000 as vvell as a certificate.
UNESCO shall officially annouiice thé name of thé prize-vvinner.

7.2. If a work being rewarded has been produced by two or three persans, thé prize shall be
awarded to them jointly. Thé prize may not be shared by more than three persans.

7. 3. Tlie prize-winner, if possible, shall give a lecture on a subject relevant to thé work for
which thé prize has been awarded. Such a lecture shall be organized during or in
connection with thé Prize ceremony.

7.4. Thé work produced by a person since deceased shall not be considered for a prize. If.
however. a prize-winner dies before he/she has received thé prize, then thé prize may be
presented posthumously to relatives or an institution.

7.5. Should a prize-winner décline thé prize. thé jury shall submit a new proposai to thé
Director-General.

Article 8 - Sunset clause - mandatory renewal of thé Prize

8. 1. Six months prior to thé agreed end of thé tenn of thé Prize, thé Director-General of
UNESCO together with thé doiior will undertake a review of ail aspects of thé Prize and
décide about its continuation or tennination. Thé Director-General will infbmi thé
Executive Board of UNESCO about thé results ofthis review.

8.2. In case of tennination of thé Prize. thé use of aiiy unspent balance of funds shall be
detennined by thé Director-General in accordance with thé Financial Régulations of thé
Prize.

Article 9 - Appeals

No appeals shall be allowed against thé décision of UNESCO with regard to thé award of thé
Prize. Proposais received for thé award of a prize may not be di\Tilged.

Article 10 - Amendments to thé Statutes of thé Award

Any amendment to thé présent St tûtes shall be submitted to thé Executi\'e Board for approval.

...<'



FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 0F THE SPECIAL ACCOUNT FOR
THE CARLOS J. FINLAY UNESCO PRIZE FOR MICROBIOLOGY

Article l - Création of a Spécial Accoun^
1. 1 In accordance witli Article 6. paragi-aph 5 and 6. of thé Financial Régulations of

UNESCO, there is hereby created a Spécial Account for thé Carlos J. Fiiïlay UNESCO
Prize for Microbiology. hereafter referred to as thé Spécial Account.

l .2 Thé following régulations shall govem thé opération of thé Spécial Account.

Article 2 - Financial period
Tlie financial period shall correspond to that of UNESCO.

Article 3 - Purpose
Tlie puipose of thé Carlos J. Finlay UNESCO Prize for Microbiology is to reward an individual,
institution, or other entity or non-govemmental organization who through research and
development has made an outstanding contribution to tlie field of microbiology (including
iminunology, molecular biology. genetics. etc. ) and its applications throughout thé worid.

Article 4 - Income

Thé income of thé Spécial Account shall consist of:
(a) voluntary contributions fi-om thé Cuban Govemment, as well as other entities:
(b) such amounts provided from thé regular budget of thé Organization as might be

detennined by thé Général Coiifereiïce;
(e) such subventions, endowments, gifts and bequests as are allocated to it for puiposes

consistent with thé object of thé Spécial Account;
(d) miscellaneous income, including any interest eamed on thé investments referred to in

Article 7 below.

Article 5 - Expeaditure
Thé Spécial Account shall be debited with thé expenditure relatiiïg to its purpose as described in
Article 3 above. including admmistrati\re expenses specifically relating to it.

Article 6 - Accounts

6. l Thé Chief Financial Officer sliall maintain such accounting records as are necessaiy.
6.2 Any unused balance at thé end ofa financial period shall be carried fonvard to thé

following financial period.
6.3 Tlie accounts of thé Spécial Account shall be presented for audit to thé Extemal Auditor of

UNESCO, together with thé other accounts of thé Organization.
6.4 Contributions in kind shall be recorded outside thé Spécial Account.

Article 7 - Inv-estments

7. l Thé Director-General may inake short-tenn in\'estments ofsums standing to thé crédit of
thé Spécial Account.

7.2 Interest eamed on thèse inves^ents shall be credited to thé Spécial Account.

/.



Article 8 - Closure of thé Spécial Account
Thé Director-General shall décide upon thé closure of thé Spécial Account at such time as he/she
deems that its opération is no longer necessary and infonn thé Executive Board accordingly. Thé
Director-General shall décide about tlie use ofany unspent balance offunds.

Article 9 - Général provision
Unless othenvise pro\'ided in thèse Régulations, thé Spécial Account shall be adininistered in
accordance with thé Financial Régulations of UNESCO.

Date: ^/iZ/l "^ Date:
\^^f"zf;3

/-^ b^

H. E. Mrs Maria de î s Angeles FEôrex Prida
Ambassador Extraor inary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Delegati of Cuba to UNESCO
UNESCO House
1, rue Miollis
75732 PARIS Cedex 15
France

Dr. Gretchen Kaionji
Assistant Director-General
Natural Sciences Sector
UNESCO
1, rue Miollis
75732 PARIS Cedex 15
France


