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Repercussions of the U.S.—Israeli-Iranian Geopolitical Escalation (2026) on the Higher Education
in the Arab World

Abstract

This report aims to analyze the direct and structural impacts of the geopolitical and military escalation of the U.S.-
Israeli-Iranian war during the first quarter of 2026 on the higher education sector in the Arab region. It further seeks
to explore future trajectories and formulate actionable policy recommendations. Employing a public policy analysis
methodology supported by comparative studies and strategic foresight, the report draws upon international
institutional sources, documented media reports, and peer-reviewed academic literature. The findings reveal a complex
crisis facing Arab universities, manifested in the forced transition of numerous institutions to distance learning—
particularly in Qatar, Kuwait, and Bahrain, and partially across other Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states.
Additionally, the crisis led to the cancellation or postponement of international entrance exams for over 11,000
students and a surge in organized cyberattacks targeting academic digital infrastructures. The report concludes that
higher education has evolved into a strategic battlefield within fifth-generation warfare. This reality necessitates a
radical shift from improvised responses toward the adoption of proactive institutional mechanisms based on digital
sovereignty, diversification of funding sources, strengthening regional academic cooperation, and building integrated
knowledge security systems. Finally, the report presents five urgent, medium-, and long-term policy recommendations
to ensure the sustainability of the Arab academic system and protect it from successive geopolitical shocks.

Keywords: Arab Higher Education; 2026 Geopolitical Conflict; US; Iran; Forced Digital Transformation; Brain
Drain; Institutional Resilience.
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